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Happy New Year!

As we begin a fresh year, 
I am hopeful that our 
MVNA continues to be, or 
becomes, a way to connect 
you to neighbors, to each 
other. Here are some of the 
things we want to do with 
you this year: 

Keep our community safe  
& make it safer

One of the best ways is 
to know your neighbors 
and their habits. If you 
don’t have one on your 
block already, consider 
a Neighborhood Watch 
program. Information 
will be available at our 
January forum and on 
the LAPD website (http://
www.lapdonline.org/
get_informed.)

MVNA Sweethearts  
Community Charity

Beginning at our January 
forum, we’ll be collecting 
school supplies and more 
for low income children 
in our community, to be 
donated in February. 

Read about it on the back 
page, and look for  more 
specifics in our January eBlast. 

 Beautification Day

We’re planning a day in the 
spring when we’ll all spruce 
up our gardens, whether 
by adding a new potted 
plant, sharing our clippings 
with others, or redoing the 
entire yard. It’s a great way 
for neighbors to meander 
around and meet each other. 

Keep an eye out for more 
information in the weeks 
to come––on our website 
at mvneighbors.org, our 
Facebook page,  or via our 
monthly eBlast.

Let us know what interests 
you, and what you’d like to 
lead or get involved with! 

President’s Message

president@mvneighbors.org

Cover: Pottery from classes at Full-Circle 
Pottery. Photo credit: Sue Hirschkoff. 
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Recently my husband Rich and I were looking for stimulating new experiences to take part in 
that were conveniently located in our Mar Vista neighborhood.  We found Full-Circle Pottery 
on Venice Boulevard and stopped 
by to see if beginning classes were 
offered. 

We were greeted warmly by Patty, 
one of the owners, along with a group 
of people happily enjoying various 
pottery techniques. Full-Circle offers 
pottery wheel and hand-building 
classes, workshops, and parties and 
summer camps for children. 

The two of us signed up for four 
classes to try our hands at it.  With 
six of us in our class, it evolved into a 
warm, friendly, great experience.  

We learned how to throw pots on the 
wheel, then prepare them to colorfully 
glaze.  Rich and I were so pleased with 
our finished projects that we plan to 
take more classes at Full-Circle. (Plus 
our creations made the cover of this newsletter!) 

We continue to look for more ways to enjoy our retirement that keep us in our wonderful 
Mar Vista neighborhood. If you have an experience you would like to share, please let us 
know.  And do stop by and say hi to Patty at Full-Circle at 12023 Venice Blvd.

by Sue Hirschkoff 

Hands-On in Mar Vista

https://mvneighbors.org
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January 25th  6:30 p.m. 
St. Bede’s Church  •  3590 Grandview

Based on your input, we will host a moderated panel of civic leaders, who will address: 

Development

Residential, commercial, mixed used, short-term rentals.

 Traffic

General increase, cut-through traffic, enforcement, Venice Blvd.

Homelessness

Recent accomplishments, citizen action, legal abilities and limitations.

Emergency Preparedness

Community and individual resident preparedness for natural and man-made disasters.

Neighborhood Watch 

How the program can reduce crime and increase community safety; basic requirements and responsibilities.

Please email specific questions to President@MVNeighbors.org

We’re excited to invite everyone to attend the

MVNA Annual Community Forum 

Also at the Forum
We’ll also be collecting art 
supplies for the Mar Vista 
Family Center at the Forum 
for our upcoming Sweetheart 
Charity Drive!

Read about the MVFC and its 
mission, the types of items we’ll 
be collecting, and how you can 
participate in the Sweetheart 
Charity Drive, on the back page 
of this newsletter.

If you pay by check, kindly pay to Rebecca Jean Roth. Thank you.
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By Alexis Gallardo

Finding Your  
Dream 

Contractor

While an unlicensed contractor may give you a lower bid for the project, the potential

financial and legal consequences of shoddy work could cost much more in the long run.

As an experienced realtor, I oftentimes get asked 

by clients for recommendations on a good 

contractor, gardener, dog-walker, roofer, etc. 

Someone “I would use” and trust to get the job 

done right. While I do have a handful of personal 

“Rock-Star” vendors, I always encourage clients 

to do their due diligence and shop around for the 

one they feel most comfortable with. Here are a 

few helpful tips. 

CUSTOMER REVIEWS

Yelp, NextDoor, Houzz... there are many online 

resources to chose from. Read all of the reviews, 

good and bad, and pay attention to the date 

written. 

In-Person

Better yet, pick up the phone or make a visit in 

person and interview the vendor face-to-face. 

LICENSED

Always make sure the contractor you use for 

home renovations has a valid license. While an 

unlicensed contractor may give you a lower bid 

for the project, the potential financial and legal 

consequences of shoddy work could cost much 

more in the long run.

VERIFY INFO

Always confirm the contact info is accurate and  

up to date.

REFERRALS

Know someone who recently remodeled?  

Ask them how their experience was. Chances 

are they’d enjoy talking about what they loved, 

hated, would do differently, and if they’d use 

them again. 

“

If you pay by check, kindly pay to Rebecca Jean Roth. Thank you.


Insurance Claims

Your chances for a successful  
claim improves markedly with an 
experienced attorney on your side. 
Justice in insurance law is seldom 
successful without a fight.
Call for a consultation.

Auto • Motorcycle • Bicycle • Slip & Fall • Wrongful Death • Dog Bites

Michael Millman & Associates
Trial Lawyer
40 Years Experience 
(310) 477-1201
michaelmillman@gmail.com

Law Offices of  

Michael Millman

Please Patronize Our Sponsors
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Show your support today 
by renewing or becoming 
a member of MVNA! Your 
membership fee will 
contribute to neighborhood 
activities, happenings,  
interest clubs, and much more. 

You will also be the one to 
thank for the production of 

this lovely newsletter you are 
holding in your hands, not to 
mention our fabulous annual 
potluck block party! 

For as little as $20 a year, please 
join us by using the form on 
the facing page or 
conveniently online 
at mvneighbors.org! 

e

Is Mar Vista your  

“Home Sweet Home?” 
 

Looking to Make a  
Difference in  

Your Community? 

To inquire about advertising, please contact Sue Hirschkoff, treasurer@mvneighbors.orgj

j



MVNA THANKS our SILVER AND PLATINUM 2017 MEMBERS

PLATINUM CIRCLE MEMBERS

SILVER CIRCLE MEMBERS

Simply cut out this form, fill it out and send to: MVNA Treasurer, 11349 Victoria Ave., Mar Vista, CA 90066.  
An envelope is in this newsletter for your convenience. Make check payable to MVNA. Or use PayPal at www.mvneighbors.org.

There Are Several Ways To Support Our Neighborhood! It’s Easy!

Thank you to all our neighbors for supporting MVNA. A special thanks to our Silver and Platinum Circle members listed above. 

Your dues go a long way toward improving our neighborhood.  – Sue Hirschkoff, treasurer@mvneighbors.org

Ronald & Sheila Berman 
Lori Christopher 
Joe Edmonds & Linda Smith 
David & Dawn Gautreaux 
Kevin & Kathleen Green 
Susan Grieder 
Elliot Hanna & Nanette Pastor-Hanna 
Stuart & Dora Horin 

Tom & Masako Ishioka 
David & Irene Jensen 
Louis King 
Michael & Marie Millman 
Bengt & Linda Muthen 
Adam Nimoy 
David & Junko Prior 
Don Rossmoore & Marilyn Zwelfach 

Susan & Charles Shaughnessy 
Barry & Lynn Speyer 
Bill & Jan Swanson 
Cynthia & Michael Diament 
Kelly & Mark Cattalini 
Scott & Emily Lytle-Painter 
Michael McCarthy

Dean Bailey & Yvette Geron 
Shanta & Hasu Bhakti 
Martin & Lillian Brod 
Jerry Bluestein & Regine Wood 
Joe Carona & Kim Estlund 
Fandra Chang 
Charles Dibona & Sandy Oba 
Johanna Drucker 
Garry & Eve Edelman 
Rose Ferraro & Frank Gianotti 
Susan Fickenscher 
Nancy & Dean Fredgant 
June & James Fujioka 
Jeff & Casey Gettinger 
Tau-Ker & Guey-ing Fu 
Randall & Susan Gustafson 

Roseann Herman & Mayer Davidson 
John & Delan Hilliard 
Rich & Susan Hirschkoff 
Mushtaq & Kamila Jeevanjee 
Rob Kadota & Melora Sundt 
Anna-Marie Korda-Matyas 
Steve & Nancy Lawrence 
Cecilia Mak 
Shirley Munch 
Bob & Margie Nakamura 
Maria Penedo & John Silvester 
German Piran & Veronica Burgos 
Reiko Posner-Miller 
Tom Rau & Carolyn Griffiths 
Sandra Ruhl 
Lisa Schwab 

Michael & Stephanie Schwartz 
Joe & Grace Seto 
Linda Stell 
Linda Subias 
Lee Sugich & Gayle Woods 
Valerie Summers 
Galina & Alexander Taran 
Bryan & Erin Thoensen 
Sheldon & Catherine Weinstein 
Barbara & Alex Wittner 
Jean Yamashiro 
Alexis & Octavio Gallardo 
Jennifer & Daniel Macy 
Ross Shideler & Kathleen Komar 
Wendy Wax & Jerry Gellis



take Part IN Our MVNA Sweetheart Charity Drive

For Valentine’s Day, MVNA is gathering art 
supplies and more for the  
Mar Vista Family Center (MVFC), 
a non-profit that has been supporting 
low income families in our community 
for 40 years. MVFC programs include 
Early Childhood Education, Youth, and 
Community services. The center operates 
on limited funding and relies on community 
support. 

We’ll be collecting art supplies for the 
center, and are asking the community to 
kindly bring the items on the list below to 
our MVNA Annual Forum on January 25th.

Also, anyone interested in giving time to 
mentor, tutor, or read to kids can contact  
the organization directly. Tax deductible  
donations are also welcome. 

•	 Construction Paper, 
especially red and pink

•	 White glue: gallons or 
individual containers

P Sweetheart Art Supply List  P
•	 Finger paints

•	 Easel paints and paper

•	 Coloring books for all ages

•	 Scotch tape

•	 Masking tape

•	 Anything on MVFC’s  
online wishlist at  
marvistafc.org/wishlist.

For more information, visit the Mar Vista Family 
Center’s website at marvistafc.org.

Share a Little Love

www.mvneighbors.org
https://facebook.com/marvistaneighbors
https://twitter.com/marvista90066

